
23 o24

HItrERAI. COUNTY DOG TEASH ORDIXAXCE

LECTSLATIVE AUTHORIEY

Thls Ordlnance concerns the uanagenent and control of doga ln
the county of Mlneral, state of lfcgt vlrglnla, and ts adopted under
rhe autho;lty of Chapter 19, Artlcle 20, Sectlon 6(b) of thc Code
of lfcst Vlrglnla, i! ancnded.

PURPOSE

Thts Ordlnance ts enacted for the purpose of controlllnE and
nanaglng the populatlon of dogs ln Mlneral County, l{eat vtrglnla,
outslde of lts i-ncorporated nunlclpalltlesl to conttraln dogl fron
attackinE, woundlng-, or kt11lng PGrBons, llvcltock, and othcr
doncstlc anlnalsr to prevent dogl irou forulngf packs roaulnE wlld
ln rural areag and poiing a threat to thc hcalth and safety of thc
cttlzens and thelr proPertyt to bctter prevent^ fenale doEr frou
havlng unwanted llttersl ani to stlpulate penaltles for vlolatlons
of thls Ordlnance.

SECTTON T. IXTIIRREI.ATIOf,SHIP BETTEEX ORDT.IAXCE A'xD STAI}E CODE

Thls Ordlnance ls to be adnl.nlstered in conJunctlon antl ln
addltlon to the provlslons of Chapter 19, Artlcle 20, entttled
"Dogs and Cats", Chapter 19, Artlcle 2OA, entltled 'Vacclnatlon of
Oogs and for Rables", Chapter 7, Artlcle LO entltled "HUDane

Officere" and 61-8-19 through 23, of the Code of the St'ate of l{cat
Vtrglnla, El! anended, and ifraff be construed and lnterpretcd tn
confornlt,y therewlth.

SECTION TI. RESTRAI}IT OT DOCS BY OTTERS

A. All dogs ln the unlncorporated areas of Mlneral County
shall be kept under control ot reitralnt, as descrlbed hereln' by
the owner of the dog or other responsible personB. --Dogs not on
properry owned or leaaed by the owner of t,he dog shall be kept on

a suitable leash or lead, or be under voice control of the owner or
other responslble persons. The County Anlaal Control Offlcere and

the Hlneral eountv sherlff's Departnent are hereby authorlzed and

egpowered to selzi dogs not unddr such voice control or on a leaeh
or lead, lf such dogs are not on property owned 9" leased by the
owner,andtoholdsuchdogsaLttreeountyAnlnalshelterln
accordance wlth the provlslons of Chapter 19, Artlcle 20, Sectlon
8, of the WeEt Vlrglnta Code, &E auended'
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B. Any dog not under rectralnt or control aE requlred by
paragraph A of tfrts Sectlon fI, shall be subJect to conflscatlon,
lopounaucnt, and are subJect to dlsposal by County Anlna1 Control
Offlcerg ln accordance wlth the provislons of Chapter 19, Art,lcle
20, Sectlon 6, of the t{est Vlrglnla Code, EIB ancnded.

e. Dogs engaged ln legal huntlng actlvitles, Iawful tralnlng
actlvltles, lnd lawful herdlng or other farn related act,lvltles
Ehall not be subject to thls sectLon of thc Ordlnance. Provlded
however such dots trugt be vacclnated and wearlng aLl taEs aB
provlded by Iaw, as anended.

SECTIOII IIT. IIIPOU:IDHEXT Otr DOGS AXD EEES

A. All doEs selzed and tnpounded by thc Dog l{arden or hte
Deputy shall be placed at the County Anlnal Shelter, where thcy
snifl be housed and fed for a perlod of five (5) days after nottce
of selzure and lnpounding shal1 have been glven or posted al
reguired by Chapt,ei fg, ArLlcIe 20, Sectlon 6, of the Codc of l{est
Vliglnla, L" aucndcd. The fees for such lnpoundnent shall bc
provided herelnbelowr

B. The owner of, all such ilopounded dogs as deflned hereln,
EhalI bc responslble for the Paygent of lnpoundnent fecs ag
followe r

Se Lzlng the dog and deIlvery to pound I

Servlng or posttng not,lce to own€r:

Houslng and feedlng dog:

s20.@o

s 5.oo

S 3. 50 per day

C. All persons Paytng pound fees to the AnlnaI eontrol
Off,lcers shaIl be glven a recelpt for the total sum collected.
Such receipt shal1 be signed and dat,ed by the Anlnal Control
of,flcer collectlng the pound fees

D. Dogs not clalned and reroved by thelr ovrner' or other
responslbLe persons wlthln flve days after the glvlng of the
afoiesald notlce shal1 be dlsposed of ln accordance wlth the
provlslons of Chapter 19, erticle 2O, Sectlon 8, of the lfeet
Vlrglnla Code, eie anended.

SECTIO}I IV. PEf,AtTTES TOR VIOLATTOT{

Any person who vlolated any provlsion of thls Ordlnance shal1
be gullif of a mlsdeneanor, and upon convlctlon thereof shall be
ffnia not lees than SZS.OO (twenty flve dollars) nor more than
SLOO.OA (one hundred dollars) for the flrst offense and not less
than SLAO.@O (onc hundred dollarsl nor more than $5OO'OO (flve
hundred dollars) for any second or subseguent offense, provlded
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however, Etry person clted or notlfled of a vlolatlon nay appear at
the offlce of the sherlff, of Hlneral County ln the Hlneral Count,y
Courthouse wlthln ten (10) days of such notlce and clt'attonr and
upon pay,enE of a flne of iwenty-flve dollars (S25) shall be
aischJreea fron further prosecutloi or obllgatlon for Penalty for
such vlolation, also, Paynent of said flne nay be pald to thc
Anlnal control Offlcer, provlded further ho$ever' aDY Person who

has been convicted for a vlolatlon of thls Ordinance or who has
pald a flne for a vloIat,lon of th13 Ordlnance as herelnabove
provlded, shall not be ellglble for Paynent at the Offlce of the
Sherlff or to the Anlual Control Oftlcer, 33 Provlded hereln' for
a perlod of two years frou the date of such prlor convtctlon or
paynent, and Etratl be subJect to Prosecutlon on t,he atoresald
nlsdeueanor charge In thc aPproprlate court'

SECTION V. JURISDICTIOX

llaglstrate Courti and Clrcult Courts shall have concurtent
Jurlsdlctlon wlth reslrect to utlsdeneanors under t'hls Ordlnance'

SECTIOH VT. DETTTTTIOI{S

The followlng deflnltlons shal1 aPPIy to thls ordlnance and
shall be used ln lts lnterpretatlon and enforcementt

A. Owner - Any person havtng a rlght of property ln any dog,
subJect to th-provislons of thlJ Ordlnance, and any PerBon who

keeps or harbors such dogs, otr hag the dog ln hls care, or who acts
aE lte custodlan, or any person who perBits a doE to renatn on or
about any prenLses occupled by hin.

B.controlorreEpralnt.Dogs.shallbeconslderedtobe
under control or restralnt Freeulfed by the provislons of thls
Ordlnance lf they are secut"a Uy sutt"ble teash or lead, or lf they
remain on properly owned or leased by the owner of such dog, or on
property owned by persons other than the owner of such dog who have
glven pernlsslon Co the ott""t' of such dog to allow .the dog to be

unleashed on sald property, oE lf they are under volce control of
an ovrner or other responsible person.

c.Leoalhuntlngactlvltles-Inorderforadogtobe
engaged1na1ega1hunt1ng;ffi,a1Iofthefo11ow1ngIBugtbe
shown i

1) huntlng actlvlty must be 5oo feet fron any dwelllng'

2l the property on which the huntlng occurs nust not be

Posted to Prohlblt huntlng,

3) the owner of the dog
have a valld huntlng

or ot,her responsible Person must
llcens€, and

4) aI I such huntlng shall be lawful and in sea8on.
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D. LawfuI Trainlnq Actlvltles - Dogs shal1 be consldered to
be Iawfully tralning whlle partlclpatlng in such acttvltles
reasonably, necessary, and nornally incldent to trainlng or
teachlng the dog to perforu speciflc taEks or respond to volce or
other couuands or directlons, whlch are conducted and supervlsed by
the owner, trainer or handler of such dog.

E. Vol.ce Control - In order to be under votce control, the
owner of the dog or other responsible person rrust be able to
deuonstrate that the dog readlly and consistently responds to
verbal counands given by the owner of the dog or other re8ponslble
Person. ff no owner or supervlsor 1s in the lnnedlate vlclnity of
the dog, the dog ls not under votce control ln accordance wlth thls
Ordlnance.

SECTTOII VTI . AHEHDHETIT OT ORDIf,ATICE

lhls Ordinance may be anended frou tltre to ttne by a maJorlty
of t,he nenbers of the County Connission of Hlnera1 County as they
deeu necessary and approprlate.

SECTIOI VTII. If,TENRELATIOXSHTP BETWEEN ORDIf,AXCE A]ID STATE CODE

AIl other provisions of State law as set forth tn West
Vtrglnla Code L9-2O-1 et seg. ln reEard to dogs are hereby adopted
aE lf fully set forrh, herein.

sEcTroN rx. SEVERABILITY

If a court of conpetent Jurlsdlctlon declares any provlslon of
thlE Ordlnance to be invalld or lneffectlve ln whole or ln part,
the effect of such decislon shalI be llnlted to those provlslons
whlch are expressly stated in the decision to be lnvalld or
lneffectlve, and alI other provlstons of thls Ordlnance shall
continue to be separately and ful1y effective.
SECTION X. EXACTHETTT

ORDAIIED THIS 2sth DAY Of August, 1998, A]ID SHALL BECOUE
EEEECTM Deceuber 1, 1998.

THE MII-IERAt COUilTY COMHISSTO}I

R ,/ PRES IDEHT/REME



Resolution to

Amend Dog Leash Ordinance

WHEREAS, the Mineral County Commission did adopt the Mineral Cormty Dog Leash

Ordinance on August 25, 1998 and

WHEREAS, said Leash Ordinance did establish fees and penalties for persons found

violating the provision thereof and

WHEREAS, the Mineral Cognty Commission now finds that the fees and penalties

established thereby must be amended to reflect current costs, penalties, and fees.

NOW therefore be it resolved that the Mineral County Commission does hereby alnend

Section III Impoundment of Dog and Fees and Section IV Penalties for Violation of the Mineral

County Leash Ordinance as set forth below:

SECTION III. IMPOLINDMENT OF DOGS AI''ID FEES

A. Atl dogs seized and impounded by the Dog Warden or his Deputy strall bellgced

at the County enimjshelter, where they shatl be housed and fed for a period of five (5) days

after notice of seizgre and impormding rlra[ hrne been given or posted as reqrrired byChapter

19, Article 20, Section 6, oi the Code of \Mest Virglriq as ,mended. The fees for such

impoundment shall be provided herein below:

B. The owner of all such impounded dogs as defined herein, shall be responsible for

the palment of impoundment fees as follows:

Seizing the dog and delivery to pound: $30.00

Serving or posting notice to owner: $25.00

Housing and feeding dog: $ 8.00 per day

Owner shall also be charged afeetoreclaim ownership of animat per current fee schedule.

C. All persons paymg pound fees to the Animal Control Officers shall be given a

receip for the totalsgm coti"ct"d- buch receipt shall be signed and dated by the Animal Contol

Officer collecting the Pound fees.

D. Dogs not claimed and removed by their owner, or other responsible persons

within five (5) days after the giving of the aforesaid notice shall be disposed of in accordance

with the provisions of Chapter-ig, erticle 20, Section 8, of the West Virginia Code, as amended.

Owner shall be liable for any fees or costs resulting from the disposal of dogs not claimed and

removed from the shelter.



SECTION IV. PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION

Any person who violated any provision of this Ordinance shall be guilty of a

misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined $200 (Two Hundred Dollars) for the

first offense and not less than $200 (Two Hundred Dollars) nor more than $500 (Five Hundred

Dollars) for any second or subsequent offense, provided however, any person cited or notified of
a violation may appear at the office of the Sheriff of Mineral County in the Mineral County

Courthouse within fen (10) days of such notice and citation, and upon payment of a fine of $200

(Two Hundred Doltars) shall be discharged from firtherprosecution or obligation forpenalty for
such violation, also, payment of said fine may be paid to the Animal Contol Officer, however,

any person who has been convicted for a violation of this Ordinance or who has paid a fine for a

violation of this Ordinance as hereinabove provided, shall not be eligible for payment at the

Office of the Sheriffor to the Animal Contol Officer, as provided herein, for a period of two (2)

years from the date of such prior conviction or palmen! and shall be subject to prosecution on

the aforesaid misdemeanor charge in the appropriate court.

Be it firrther Resolved that the amendments set forth herein shall become effective the ls
day of August,2008.

By the Order of the County Commission of Mineral County this the 8* duy of July, 2008.

Mineral County Commission

Commissioner

Attest:

County Clerk


